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WAR AIMS OF THE ALLIES 

BY EOBEBT DE CAIX 
Foreign Editor of the "Journal des Dibats" 



The war aims of France and her Allies are determined in 
their intent and purpose by the very spirit of the Prussian 
militarism against which we are fighting. This militarism, 
which we do not in the least identify with the German nation 
(a political unit no man with any authority in the Allied 
countries thinks of dismembering) is at its root a moral evil 
and must therefore before all have a moral remedy. The re- 
ligion of force cannot be overwhelmed and destroyed except 
by the sight of the bankruptcy of the policy of force. Disil- 
lusion alone will cleanse the German soul of the violent doc- 
trine instilled by its masters. Therefore the enterprise of 
pillage must not bring to its actors the booty they still look 
forward to because of the unforeseeing dilatoriness of their 
enemies and also, if not in a greater degree, because of the 
well-meaning ignorance of neutrals. The morals as well as 
the tranquillity of peaceful people cannot be more deeply dis- 
turbed than by the sight of piracy rewarded. So with a 
view to the stability of peace in the future, we desire that 
its re-establishment should be accompanied by restitution and 
reparation required of those who deliberately disturbed it. 
Such restitution, in fact, will only serve to draw the Ger- 
man flood back into its river bed, for if we have a quarrel 
with the German Empire, that prison of conquered races, we 
have no desire for one pound of German flesh. 

England does not ask for an inch of Continental territory, 
she is desirous only of freeing Europe from the peril of 
hegemony which threatens her also. Belgium demands only 
her own body, the wounds inflicted on her being healed as 
far as they may. 

France, too, demands only her own body, for beyond the 
restoration of Alsace-Lorraine, she has no thought of asking 
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for anything but guarantees of a military nature. It is not 
our plan to annex to our national solidarity, neighbors who 
have no desire to belong to it; it would be impossible to 
find one single village in France bound to the country by 
ties other than sentimental, and we have no intention of 
transgressing the ideal of our democracy by pushing our 
demands beyond Alsace-Lorraine. But anyone professing 
to respect the right of nationalities, must recognize that 
Alsace-Lorraine is part of the body of the French nation. 
For the last centuries she lived in the French commonwealth, 
when all that was decisive for the national consciousness of 
western peoples was taking place. In the hot crucible of 
the Great Revolution she was melted into the national bulk 
of the Great Revolution. She has retained such definite 
tendencies from this democratic formation that even forty- 
four years after being snatched from her French home, in 
the name of medieval rights and the " necessity " invoked 
by Bismarck before Von Bethmann-Hollweg, not only the 
French-speaking Lorrainians but also the Alsatians of Ger- 
man dialect stand against their assimilation by a militarist 
and dictatorial Germany. In this small territory of less 
than two million inhabitants, forty-four years of conquest 
and repression had not abated the conflict between the two 
ideals. And if France by her temperament and the form 
of her government was absolutely unable wilfully to wage 
war upon Germany for the retaking of Alsace-Lorraine, it 
is now her aim to recover what was violently stolen from her 
in 1871. 

"We are also of opinion, and our allies with us, that it 
would be a denial of right if this great crisis did not remedy 
the slavery imposed on the 150,000 Danes of Schleswig 
snatched by force from Denmark by Austro-Prussia in 1864. 
This population has never ceased to fight, with a constancy as 
ingenious in its means as it is unwavering in its aim, against 
every effort of the Prussian machine to stifle its Danish 
language and traditions. In the treaty of Prague in 1864, 
the Emperor Napoleon III had inserted a clause stating 
that these Danes were to be allowed to vote on their destiny. 
Prussia never fulfilled this engagement. Now, the Schleswig 
Danes must be allowed to make use of the right continually 
denied to them by an Imperial Germany that Bernstorff 
unceasingly represented to us as an upholder of the rights of 
small nationalities. Such a demand will certainly be ex- 



532 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

pressed by England, France, Italy and Russia when they 
consider that the attitude of their adversary no longer 
renders useless detailed announcement of their war aims. 

These war aims extend to Poland, and on this side it is 
Russia, Germany's Eastern neighbor, who has expressed 
them. Russia does not desire, any more than England 
or France, to dismember the national body of Germany. 
She does wish to take from the German Empire the 
Poles. The Grand Duke Nicholas, at the outbreak of 
war, and since then different Russian Ministers, and the 
Czar himself, have promised total restoration and autonomy 
to Poland. At first sight this seems to resemble the Polish 
policy of Germany and Austria, who aim at annexing the 
German Poles to the German Empire under pretext of au- 
tonomy. The Czar wishes to incorporate into his kingdom 
the Prussian and the Austrian Poles in a kind of Polish 
autonomy. But whereas Prussia and Austria are unwilling 
to add their eight million Poles to the autonomy which they 
are attempting to found as an extension to their Empire, 
Russia has declared her readiness to bring her ten or twelve 
million Poles to the new kingdom. The difference between 
the two policies is still more striking than their likeness. 
Russia is obviously quite willing to restore Poland, but there 
is no risk in asserting that Germany has unquestionably no 
intention of the kind. 

It is very likely that when President Wilson, in his mes- 
sage to the Senate, spoke of a peace based upon the rights 
of the nations, Prussia at once thought of her own Polish 
subjects; and no doubt it is partly because the ideal pro- 
claimed by President Wilson was so opposed to her own that 
for answer she expressed her intention to carry on a merci- 
less submarine war. 

In short, the war aims of the Entente with regard to Ger- 
many point to Alsace-Lorraine, Schleswig and Prussian 
Poland, but they do not threaten one province that is German 
by consent. In Austria-Hungary, the war aims of the Allies 
coincide with the demands of the nations oppressed by the 
Germans or the Magyars. When, in 1914, Russia was forced 
to draw her sword to help Serbia, the Grand Duke Nicholas, 
Commander-in-Chief, promised these peoples the free de- 
velopment of their national life. Such a freedom should 
doubtless take different forms with the different nations 
concerned. For the nine million Czeko-Slovaks an independ- 
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ent state might be created or a true national autonomy 
given within Austria made truly federal. It is impossible 
to trust to the good will of Austria-Hungary to replace 
the feudal system of nations, which is still the " regime " 
of the dual Monarchy, by the system of the liberty of 
all nationalities. The Allies cannot be deceived by the 
attempts made by the two Governments — especially that 
of Vienna — to give to the policy the appearance of a 
new liberalism which might change the opinion of their 
enemies and of neutrals, so that they may sign a peace 
accepting unconditionally the continuance of the Austro- 
Hungarian domination. This crisis must draw Austria- 
Hungary nearer to the ideal of tolerance and liberty which is 
that of the modern world, and make of her a trust of nations 
instead of a machine to oppress some of them. 

Similar autonomy might be allowed to the million and a 
half Slovenes or else their incorporation into one great 
Serbo-Croatia. But so far as concerns the million Italians, 
the three and a half million Roumanians and the five or six 
million Serbo-Croatians, the Allies cannot fail, according to 
the duties of brotherhood at arms, and also to the wishes 
of the population concerned, to request their incorporation 
into Italy, Roumania and Serbia respectively. On the other 
hand, it would not be astonishing to hear that Russia wishes 
to annex the five million Little Russians of East Galicia, 
where there is a strong pro-Russian feeling despite the 
political and clerical efforts of Austria to convert her own 
Little Russian subjects into an instrument of separatist 
propaganda among the masses of Little Russians in Russia. 

Such are, broadly speaking, the wishes of the Entente 
with regard to the nations belonging to the Austro-Hun- 
garian Empire. It may be said that such war aims threaten 
this empire with enormous losses, and that they are out of 
proportion to the present military situation; but even if 
they were carried to their further extent they could not be 
charged with an intention to abandon the principle of na- 
tional integrity. 

And what about Constantinople? Does Russia want to 
secure Constantinople in the name of nationality? I shall 
be as frank on this point as on others. Russia, by nation- 
ality, has no right to Constantinople. In this respect, Russia 
is inspired by her historical instincts and by the desire 
to escape being forcibly shut up inside the Black Sea as 
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she has been since it pleased the Young Turks to join in the 
war in obedience to their German suzerain (although 
the Allied Powers had guaranteed the territorial in- 
tegrity of their country). But if the Russians cannot de- 
mand Constantinople on the plea of nationality, neither 
can any other people demand this omnium-gatherum of na- 
tions. Turkey is an empire in which a conquering nation 
has pitched its tents for more than four centuries like a 
victorious army; having never assimilated the conquered 
race, nor assimilated it into one nation, nor even recogniz- 
ing that it had rights equal to those of the conquerors' 
sons. She put up with them, disdainfully tolerant, as if 
they had been inferior associates. 

Such an anachronism lasted until, a few years ago, 
Turkey tried to abolish it, not by a progressive move- 
ment, but by a terrifying return to barbarism. With 
her new ideas of centralization, the haughty toleration that 
she had shown towards her subject peoples ceased, and was 
replaced by a policy of downright suppression. She sup- 
pressed all her conquered subjects guilty of the sin of being 
more active and intelligent than those who looked upon them- 
selves as their conquerors. Hence arose the Armenian mas- 
sacres, which have been going on now for the last twenty 
years, but which increased in violence since the war, causing 
the death of about a million people, and watched over with 
a benevolent eye by the German and Austrian Governments 
which inspired the Young Turkish policy. Now the Syrians 
have been added to the Armenians. Russia, by desiring 
the capital of such an Empire, is not, in any way, violating 
the principle of nationalities. 

Everywhere else, save on this point, the demands of the 
Allies are inspired by the rights of nations, whereas those 
of the Central Powers are inspired by Imperialism. The 
Allies do not wish to oppress the Germans and Magyars, 
they only wish them to cease being oppressors, they wish 
to have them give up playing the part of dominant races, 
to become simply free and equal nations among their peers. 
In a word, the Allies require that the German and Magyar 
sway shall stop at the boundaries of the countries which are 
not anxious to be German or Magyar. Unless the forth- 
coming peace guarantees this, we shall certainly have failed 
in making our peace, and shall be left expecting the outbreak 
of another war. 
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Such are the Allies' war aims as they have been stated 
in the answer to President Wilson. 

It may be objected that however fine all this may sound, 
such a peace is a long way off. I do not deny it. The 
question is here, as it was in President Wilson's note, not of 
the ease with which we may obtain peace, but of the terms 
upon which that peace can be based. 

If the obstinacy of a lately easy-going and pacifist democ- 
racy such as ours astonishes Americans, remember that the 
people of France consider as unquestionable facts which 
many Americans have yet to ascertain. For ten years before 
the war broke out, we had seen Germany applying to us the 
rod and bit of sugar policy to compel us to enter into her 
system. We do not want to see her confiscate the liberty of 
other nations and remain as strong, nay stronger than be- 
fore, to recommence her compulsion on our freedom. The 
lessons learned during the war have been added in the mind 
of our people to those of the ten precarious years preceding 
the war. Once you understand Europe, you will understand 
the stern will of France, the country that has sacrificed most 
to the cause of the Allies. Your sympathy for the country 
of LaFayette will increase because you will see clearly that 
never since the days of Joan of Arc has she been more ob- 
viously forced to fight a war of independence. 

Robert de Caix. 



